IN A FIELD LONG
DOMINATED BY
MEN, WOMEN ARE
NOW BRAVING THE

SPOTLIGHT TO MAKE

OTHERS LAUGH.

BY DAVID SMIEDT

n a bleak winter’s night, Jennifer
Wong,
Kathryn Bendall and Vanessa Hill
knew that one, some or even all
of therg might die, All, however, 3
hoped to lall The deed would take :

place

inner-western Sydney suburb of Glebe somewhere
between eight and nine pm.

Velcome to the brutally siniple equation that
is stand-up comedy, where - to use the performers’
parlance — you either slay the audience or are
slain by them. With no plotline, ornate sets, flashy
choreography, catehy beat or elegant seript to fall
back on. the comedian faces a jury of their peers
with just aheadful of anecdotes. perhaps a fortifving
emergeney pun and the hope there might be a
sympathetic crowd in tonight.

Once u field so dominated by men that the
few female performers became notable exceptions
h}- their mere presence, this L|isp;11'it}- is (']r;.\'in},{_ as
increasing numbers of women take to the stage.

Added to the daunting nature of public

spe 'LLII]" is the burden of e \pl(tdhtm Out there in
”l[ (lxl] ]\I]{ 185 }](’\(111(1 ”I(‘ ‘sl)()th‘rllt‘\ are ]‘1 o l)n“]ﬂ”
andience e I]lll]i‘(] t()(md(lt‘m.m(h]ltfIl\m]\\ for their
bucks. A final soupeon of terror is llnm\ 1 into the
mix in that no other form of entertainment r't:al(!i[\
encourages from its audience the immediate vocal

verdict that comedy does.

6?t§én'
rmlg of ﬁleﬂ wigh ladder, £

\ A\ ‘3\

Despite the \(‘\(‘Ill\ of the talent litmus test
provided by stand-up comedy, every week across
|$lml| 1 dozens of women ste p into pools of cold l
iy on bare stages to shtick their necks out. The !
mi¢ nights where they perform are the bottom

Amelin  Jane Hunter,

he Ho.\bury Hotel in the

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Vanessa Hill,
Jennifer Wong, Kathryn Bendall and
Amelia Jane Hunter work the room.

Apart from the odd =
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down the sireet and | had the feeling some

wormen li
cirenit. \\u ¢

d. ||'|.'\'l{.‘au:'1__ l]lt’"\_-‘ receive mic-time in \.\-]Ill.ll to ]mm»
Is ;Lr|[.| l]'n.' venne has ||mf name to add to the

This is the deal,
on't [:LL it, go hack

VANESSA HILL
dis li]it\' support work
1 mic eircnit for
the adrenaline Hit.]l(md
that ke oD

the © plenty of oc :
strategic pauses left for gul
filled \\[lh de ‘lflll‘\-’ silence.
Like mAny  open anicers,
got her starl in the
competition hosted b
Triple |. ]
2001, she maintains, || Wils m||\ mn l|u-
Tightened [ was and the jokes
sdiblv nerve wd it’s only after
I e t t|u [ih[ I‘lll"]l that the fee 3
Not that _\-nu(] know it imm watching the former
¢ Fper orm. The unpretenti
||::n'e(| in her I)rrn';r-:-nt.'lt 1. With her hair
- kes to the
“hits” with
laLt (& l‘u Wi .
'u T experie behind the ch ul and
Anglo kids at her school, she conjures a
etail lh at is equal parts confidence and vulnerability
ed down with a mischiel chaser.

M putting on a bit of weight
as | get older. The other day, | was walking
in

was following me. It turned out to be my

Vanessa Hill

s nature of

JENNIFER WONG, .

sar-old temp wit
in Asian studic
xt to take the st
E-spoken and cere
clocute i
vowels  che

(Im\ \x|l|| \1(
1d the origin: ii |I'i|1-\':' _
“And if that isn’t dire cting vou to stand
what is.”

compelled tot I]Il.']'|ELHI("['S|H‘\.«I.‘£tll’ o [:Il] ]Jr .\[,..‘ dng”
she mines the m'ni:_'lﬂuliljrmrJf'p:: ng fun at the wider
With lines such a parents are

we were only allowed the Yellow
laughs from an audience ~de Ilfflltln'f in
onfronted with the ‘I'm unsure
o I can do that [ she co I don’t want
ome known as-the / irl stand-np — a one-joke

comic.” F'or now:. however, she concedes its workine,

@@ 7D THIS ONE GUY
WHO SAID,

“You're too much
woman for me.’
What does that
mean? Would you
like some man
thrown in there too?”
Amelia Jane Hunter

AMELIA JANE HUNTER

the next on stage,

].-lll lIJlI.\l. !|J at 1]:._. |l 0
Hunter’s set is a timely reminder that while dumbed-
am cinema and music are no longer the
g social comment: ry they once were, the bite of
'\t and-up comedy has not been diminished.
“The person L am on stage is the same one I am off

down main

=

sangrier” sayvs Hunter, who trained as an
d by the limited nature of the
9
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inly a lot more women doing
1ther woman on s
m to do it tod

'lLi]'u‘_]—l][)_"

S empe

And il v
| _-(_"I mnnl wait 1||1t|| you’

there. Besic

lives that we

other |':|_-{::=pi{_" receive from (riends.

oughT |’ d failed as a
MUIM tillmy son
came home from
school saying that in
support of Sydney’s
water restrictions, he
had started cutting up
the neighbours’ hoses
for his bongs”

Kathryn Bendall

KATHRYN BENDA

r-old comic who co-

at the
corps almost as much as pe

toxbury Hotel, che ]1~.l|r s the ::pt n mi
“Like surviv
ricably linke
of how an‘h S0
fun this world can be.
compe ”II]_’-Hr virus that drives certain
i only to make others
» no boundaries. It

some terrible Ld.i‘-l'\[l'('!l‘\lll‘ We are 1
our mutual understanding
and. parac X

This infection s
path into all leve
s lrlnhdum

. socio-economic
Delving
cs mnl"\ imuiuu\ early

into

md  truants to
cohol addic
uish is the stull of comec |}- and stand-ups are

185 clowr
lllll_hl.'lll L] fi umlu s with drug and

first (r:mm.unhm r'|l states

is the ||l||t ol mv 2 Adrian Saunders’

lifelong desire to have

'{)II]{_‘IZ!\" pill'tl'
) lﬁ.'(}lll('ll\-" ool ill'_ll'_! my imminent

Scperm

“| was billed as ‘Terry Psiakis' and was brought on stage by
the MC with the phrase ‘this next guy's really funny, please
make him feel welcome ...' The experience taught me to
always introduce myself o the MC before a gig."

“The weirdest gig | ever did involved a man
in the front row taking out his false eye and
throwing it at me. He thought | would like to
hold it. In case you're wondering, it felt warm.
And slippery.”

“I met virtually every friend | have at open mic comedy
nights in Melbourne in the mid-'90s. You tend to run into
the same handful of people four or five nights a week
during the most vulnerable period of your life. It has a
certain bonding effect.”

mortality.”
Although she notes th
the adre rush of m a room of |
one can ape the feeling dendall is me
altruistic forees. A ire to fulfil her com
while 1)1'(.1\-'i(|i|1:._l; otl
she’d had )
Yet it'’s p
Her

s little that compares with
ine ople smile,

by more

‘\l”l the opportunitic
Ml :L[Itlll!il marnm

material. nporaries re Lll-. to l]u tri: ||\ of living

and hormone re pLu: e nr therapy,

s side 16 mtlml
d |l( ‘tween piercing negotiations,

: oht home to Bendall at the

it into the

s. Outside her cubicle, she

ord for word. “Poking

Raw semi-final whe toilet and was

followed by
door” to

d |u1mr| t||n ¢ what was going on,

Be le“ old l]u y i ul enjoved her show so much at

OTNe tr:thn(l ]n! on, It

acknowledge this to be the proven
|\|[|| to a full-time
I earn pe

come [1 ](]I]
ormers up Loy
000 per show, its not
witomatic de: ion of their ilk ever
erack the big tim
in Hunter and !
ights are turned up,
', with relationships
md budgets to m: . Yet next week at half-
Austre omen just like them will
iiting for their five minutes in the spotlight
o to hit home.

o]

most amateur co
it'll be b
to manag
filled pub
be ]'}il[ii.‘ll”_\
and the first g

to their nine-to-[
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